
 
I Wanna Class Pet 

 

Project Overview 

The students have been asking for a classroom pet. Students will brainstorm potential classroom pets and then 
pick one to research. Each student will be responsible for completing an expository piece of writing that correctly 
describes different aspects of the animal. Students will engage in note taking skills by using index cards to 
organize his / her research. In addition, students will complete a works cited page and follow the MLA formatting 
expectations. (Exception: students will not be required to cite paraphrasing within the text, only quotes.) Students 
will use printed resources, internet, online encyclopedia, discovery education, and a variety of interviews for the 
final paper.  
 
Once the students complete the paper, the teacher will narrow the categories into 4-5 possible choices. The 
students will work in groups (as determined by the teacher but with input from the students) to create a 
presentation that will inform judges on an animal. The students will also construct and present a detailed budget 
for the animal as well as a plan for raising the money. Students will present the information to a panel of judges.  
 
Finally, students will reflect on the project and follow through with any fund raising ideas in order to actually earn 
the class pet.  

 

Guiding Question Which animal will make the best pet for our classroom?  
 

Content Questions How do you plan for research? 
How do you take adequate notes for a paper?  
How do you present information in a professional manner? 
How can I construct a detailed budget?  
How do I write an expository paper for my intended audience? 
 

Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.1 

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.  
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.RI.5.9 

Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 
speak about the subject knowledgeable.  
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2 
 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly.  

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2a.  
 

Introduce a topic clear, provide a general observation and focus, and group 
related information logically, include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2b 
 

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2c 
 

Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2d 
 

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.2e 
 

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or 
explanation presented. 
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CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.4 
 

 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.5 
 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 5 here.) 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.6 

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.7 
 

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge 
through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.W.5.8 
 

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 
from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes 
and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.SL.5.2 
 

Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is 
supported by reasons and evidence. 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.SL.5.3 
 

Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 
or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.SL.5.4 
 

Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or 
themes. 
 

 
CCSS-Math.Content.5.NBT.B.7 

Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete 
models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of 
operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate 
the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used. As part of 
the budget plan.  
 

 
CCSS-ELA-Literacy.5.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Project Schedule 

Description  
 

Duration 

Session 1 
Brainstorming 
 
Begin by reading Can I Keep Him to introduce the unit to students. Discuss what the young 
boy had to keep in mind while asking his mom to keep the different animals he found. (food, 
size, safety etc.  
 
Students will engage in the Kagan Cooperative Structure Jot Thoughts to brainstorm potential 
class pet ideas as a team. Once the stack of ideas is generated, students need to sort the 
cards into two piles: possible and not possible. Refer back to the story about what students 
should keep in mind regarding what will make a great class pet.  
 
After the piles are sorted, students need to each pick 1 card of an animal he / she would like to 
study and research. (The goal is to generate a list of several possible ideas as a class so each 
group member must pick something different.) The teacher will record each student and 
possible animal on an anchor chart to be referred back to later.  
 

1 class period 
(45 minutes) 

Session 2 
Planning our Research 
 
Give students a copy of the research planner. As a class, go through and fill out each section 
focusing on the overall questions that should be answered as we do our research and write 
our paper.  
 

1 class period 

Session 3 
Book Research 
 
Teacher must gather or provide access to a variety of print materials for each animal.  
 
Engage students in thinking about note-taking by showing the Brainpop Video: Research 
under English; Study and Reading Skills 
 
Begin by teaching students how to take notes on index cards. Students will need to create a 
source card for each book and color code the source card with any information from additional 
books. (This should be done together as a model for the source card for the first book.)  
 
Discuss and model how to take ABCD notes. (Abbreviations, Bulleted lists, Caveman 
Language, Direct Quotes). Also discuss / model how to skim non-fiction text in order gather 
information. Direct Quotes will need to include a page number.  
 
Allow students to work in pairs and or groups to research information although each student is 
responsible for his/her own research paper and note taking. Students should have adequate 
time and class periods to gather notes JUST from the printed resources. The teacher will meet 
with students in individual conferences and walk around the room to monitor and assist as 
needed.  
 

Several class 
periods (3-5 
days) 

Session 4 
Encyclopedia (World Book) Research  
 
Students will use the school subscription for World Book Online to gather information about his 
/ her animal. The source is listed one each site so students will need to make sure to copy 
each source on an index card and then color code additional notes.  

2 class periods 



Demonstrate how to use the bolded headings as guides to find information.  

Session 5 
Internet Research 
 
The teacher should gather multiple internet resources and link to the classroom website for 
students to use.  
 

Begin by showing the Brainpop Video: Internet Search from the English: Study and Reading 
Skills category. Discuss the importance of finding quality resources (even though provided by 
the teacher) and skimming the website for information.  
 
Demonstrate and guide students through making a source card for an internet site.  
 
Allow students adequate time to conduct research and gather information 
 

3-4 class 
periods 

Session 6 
Conducting and citing interviews  
 
Guide students through taking notes during a classroom speaker or during an interview. 
Students will take notes on notebook paper and then take the important information and 
transfer to index cards to be consistent with our other notes.  
 
Brainstorm potential questions for interviews. 
 

1 class period 
plus additional 
for interviews 
and classroom 
speakers  

Session 7 
What should be included in my paper?  
 
As a class, brainstorm a checklist for information that should be included in the paper.  
 

1 class period 

Session 8 
Complete research  
 
Students are given final classroom time to complete gathering information for their paper. This 
is needed if students need additional information generated the checklist for the paper.   
 

1 class period 

Session 9 
Planning our Paper 
 
Discuss expectations for the paper by review in the Expository Rubric. Plan the paper by 
ordering our note cards into categories (much like a book would with bolded headings). 
 
Students need to write an introduction to their paper that gives an overview of the animal in 
which the paper is written.  
 

1 class period  

Session 10 
The ‘meat’ of the paper 
 
Write out the portion of the paper that is factual. Be sure to model how to cite our direct 
quotes, organizing paragraphs by categories, and using nonfiction transition phrases.  
 
During these sessions, students will be allowed to meet with other students, edit with adults, 
and be meet during one-on-one conferences with the teacher.  
 
 
 
 

2-3 class 
periods 



 

Session 11 
Adding style and voice to our papers 
 
Discuss voice and style in a non-fiction paper. The paper should be completely factual with no 
opinions included as the purpose is to give information to the reader.  
 
Students will edit and revise his / her paper, take home for additional help, meet in small 
groups, etc to complete their paper.  
 
Final papers will be typed on the computer in Ariel font, pt. 12, and double spaced.  
 

2-3 class 
periods 

Session 12 
Works Cited Page 
 
Students will complete the words cited page for the paper in correct MLA format. Guide 
students through the process.  
 

1 class period 

Session 13 
Write letter to teacher 
 
Students will write a paper to the teacher explaining WHY or WHY not their animal should be 
considered as a potential class pet. The emphasis should be using the information gathered to 
make a logical decision based on gathered research rather than as a persuasive piece of 
writing.  
 

1 class period 
(or as needed)  

Session 14 
Begin Presentation Work  
 
The teacher should narrow down the potential animals into 4-5 possibilities.  
 
As a class, brainstorm the information that should be included in a presentation for the class 
pet. Students will be placed into groups as determined by the teacher but based on student 
expressed interest.  
 
Discuss the expectations of the presentation.  

 PowerPoint Presentation 

 Typed information  

 Graphics / pictures 

 Determined information included 

 Group works together 
 

Several Class 
Periods 

Session 15 
The Cost of a Class Pet 
 
Students will need to create a budget for the class pet and present the information in an Excel 
document. The information should include initial cost of the animal, necessary items for safe 
keeping, toys, and food consumption.  
 
Students will use online catalogues to find their information.   
 
Students also need to develop a plan for raising the funds for the class pet.  
 
Emphasis should be on accurate information and correct computations.  
 
 

1-2 class 
periods 



 

Session 16 
Group work on presentation 
 
Students will work in cooperative groups to complete the information. Each student will be 
responsible for his/her own work within the presentation. Each subject area will be divided 
evenly among students.  
 
Set a deadline for the presentation to be finished.  
 

2-4 class 
periods 

Session 17 
Public Speaking 
 
Introduce public speaking by watching the Brainpop Video: Public speaking under the English, 
Study and Reading Skills category.  
 
Discuss the importance of public speaking and the expectations for the presentation. Students 
should practice within their teams and watch others practice their presentation.  
 

1 class period 

Session 18 
Presentation  
 
Students will present their presentations to a panel of ‘judges’. Judges will be asked to score 
student presentations and gather feedback for each group. Judges may include administration, 
school board, community members, parents, and custodial staff.  
 

1 class period 

Session 19 
Project Reflection  
 
Students (and teacher) will be asked to reflect on the project. What worked, what didn’t, what 
should be done differently next time?  

1 class period 

Session 20 
Follow Up 
 
Depending on the animal chosen, students should follow through with their plan to gather 
funds for their class pet.  

varies  

 
 


